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1 . EOMBOFF DISCUSSED THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL NATWANI COMMISSION 
AND ITS INVESTIGATION INTO THE DAOODI BOHRA COMMUNITY WITH 
V.M. TARKUNDE, RETIRED JUSTICE OF THE BOMBAY HIGH COURT 

AND SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE CITIZENS FOR DEMOCRACY WHICH 
ESTABLISHED THE COMMISSION. THE CITIZENS FOR DEMOCRACY IS 
A GROUP FOUNDED IN 1974 BY J.P. NARAYAN AND OTHER 
DISTINGUISHED ADVOCATES OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ORDER TO PROMOTE 
AND PROTECT POLITICAL, CIVIL, SOCIAL AND ECONMOIC RIGHTS IN 
INDIA. (INDIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US, N.A. PALKIAVALA, IS A 
FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OF THE ORGANIZATION.) THE GROUP HAS 
TAKEN ESPECIAL INTEREST IN SUCH SUBJECTS AS PREVENTIVE 
DETENTION AND THE RIGHTS OF MINORITY COMMUNITIES. 

2. ACCORDING TO TARKUNDE, THE DAOODI BOHRA IS A 
FAIRLY WELL-OFF COMUNITY IN GUJARAT AND RAJASTHAN OF 
SOME HALF MILLION SHIA MOSLEMS PRIMARILY ENGAGED IN 
TRADE AND COMMERCE. THE COMMUNITY IS CLOSELY LED BY 
ITS IMAN OR CHIEF PRIEST, SYEDNA MOHAMMED BURHANUDDIN. 
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COMMUNITY MEMBERS, FOR INSTANCE, TAKE AN OATH OF TOTAL 
OBEDIENCE TO THE SYEDNA, AND HE HAS TOTAL CONTROL OVER 
THE VARIOUS "TAXES" ASSESSED ON EACH MEMBER. REFORM- 
MINDED MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY HAVE COMPLAINED THAT 
THEIR RIGHTS HAVE BEEN INFRINGED BY THE ORDER OF THE 
SYEDNA THAT THEY BE SOCIALLY OSTRACIZED FOR THEIR 
ADVOCACY OF REFORM WITHIN THE COMMUNITY. OSTRACISM 
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REQUIRES OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY NOT TO ASSOCIATE 
SOCIALLY WITH REFORMERS, MARRY WITH THEM OR PATRONIZE 
THEIR BUSINESSES. THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN OMPLAINTS THAT 
THEY ARE NOT PERMITTED TO USE THE COMMUNITY BURIAL PLOTS. 

3. ACCORDING TO TARKUNDE, THE CITIZENS FOR DEMOCRACY 

IS CONCERNED NOT WITH THE RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION OF THE 
COMMUNITY BUT WITH THE QUESTION OF INVESTIGATING WHETHER 
CIVIL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS ARE BEING VIOLATED BY 
THE BOYCOTT OF THE REFORM ADVOCATES. THE NATWANI 
COMMISSION IS NAMED FOR ITS CHAIRMAN, A RETIRED BOMBAY 
HIGH COURT JUSTICE AND ITS MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES A PARSI 
WHO IS THE FORMER HEAD OF THE POLITICAL SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF BOMBAY, TWO MUSLIM 
MEMBERS FROM THE ACADEMIC WORLD AND A CHRISTIAN. 

THE NATWANI COMMISSION HAS HELD ONE HEARING, SENT OUT 
QUESTIONNAIRES TO WHICH IT HAS RECEIVED ABOUT 1500 
RESPONSES, WILL HOLD ANOTHER HEARING, AND EXPECTS TO 
ISSUE ITS REPORT TO THE PUBLIC IN TWO OR THREE MONTHS. 
DEPENDING UPON THE OUTCOME OF ITS INVESTIGATION, THE 
COMMISSION MIGHT ALSO RECOMMEND TO GOVERNMENT LEGAL 
MEASURES IF RIGHTS HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE VIOLATED. 

4. TARKUNDE SAID THAT THE IMAM AND HIS FOLLOWERS HAVE 
NOT COOPERATED WITH THE COMMISSION AND AVE CHARGED 
THAT THE COMMISSION IS INTERFERING IN THE RELIGIOUS 
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AFFAIRS OF THE COMMUNITY. TARKUNDE SAID HE WAS INUNDATED 
BY A WELL-ORGANIZED TELEGRAM AND LETTER WRITING 
CAMPAIGN PROTESTING THE COMMISSION. WHILE THE SYEDNA'S 
FOLLOWERS DEMONSTRATED AGAINST THE COMMISSION'S HEARINGS 
AND HAVE NOT APPEARED BEFORE IT, TARKUNDE SAID THAT 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SYEDNA HAVE CALLED ON HIM TO 
EXPLAIN THEIR POISITION. HE, IN TURN, TRIKE TO MAKE 
CLEAR THE PURPOSES OF THE COMMISSION. TARKUNDE SAID 
THAT THE CITIZENS FOR DEMOCRACY DO NOT WISH TO EXACERBATE 
AN ALREADY TENSE SITUATION WITHIN THE DOMMUNITY, AND 
THE COMMISSION WILL BASE ITS INVESTIGATION ON THE 
QUESTIONNAIRES IT HAS RECEIVED AND THE VERIFICATION 
OF THOSE COMPLAINTS WHERE POSSIBLE. 

5. THE INFIGHTING WITHIN THE BOHRA COMMUNITY IS 
OBVIOUSLY A COMPLEX SITUATION, AND AT TIMES HAS GENERATED 
CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL AND PRESS COVERAGE. SINCE THE 
CITIZENS FOR DEMOCRACY, HOWEVER, IS A PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATION AND THE NATWANI COMMISSION HAS NO OFFICIAL 
POWERS - IT CAN ONLY INVESTIGATE THE SITUATION AND 
PUBLICIZE ITS FINDINGS - WE DO NOT THINK SUSTAINABLE 

THE ALLEGATION THAT THE COMMISSION BY ITS EXISTENCE IS 
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VIOLATING THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM OF THE 
SYEDNA. IN ANY EVENT, THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA HAS NOT 
BEEN INVOLVED IN THE DISPUTE SO THAT THERE IS NO QUESTION 
OF THE OFFICIAL SUPPRESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ANY OF 
THE DISPUTANTS. 

BLOOD 
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